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INTRODUCTION
With its commitment to membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) following WWII, the United States solidified its dominant role in Western Europe and inherited a significant obligation to the largest collective security agreement in history. For more than forty years, NATO served as a symbol of European unity in its pledge to defend the collective interests of its members against any and all external threats. [Was] assuming that Russia's reduced status meant it was unnecessary to accord the Kremlin any special diplomatic consideration -that Russia neither deserved nor should be afforded a major role in world affairs.
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In fact, many scholars agree the greatest failure immediately following the Cold War was the US attempt to leverage as much as possible politically, economically, and in security terms from the former Soviet Union while Russia struggled through its recovery. 
RENEWED EAST-WEST TENSIONS

THE IRAN PROBLEM
Another point of contention in which the US and Russia have been unable to come to meaningful agreement is Russia's sale of material and technical expertise to aid Iran's quest for nuclear technology. The IAEA recently warned that Tehran has significantly increased its efforts to produce nuclear fuel while failing to address suspicions over its attempts to develop nuclear warheads. As signatories to the nuclear counter-proliferation treaty, the US and Russia recently agreed to a UN Security Council resolution condemning Iran's pursuit of nuclear weapons technology. However, Russia refused to apply economic sanctions citing a lack of urgency. Cooperation with Iran is more than just a question of money and orders for the Russian atomic industry. Today a hostile Tehran could cause a great deal of unpleasantness for Russia in the North Caucasus and in Tajikistan if it were really to set its mind to supporting the Muslim insurgents with weapons, money and volunteers. On the other hand, a friendly Iran could become an important strategic ally in the future.
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Therefore, despite clear US counter-proliferation goals and interest in keeping Iran out of the club of nuclear powers, Russian concern over a nuclear Iran is secondary to more fundamental interests. Specifically, efforts to earn hard currency, re-invigorate its technology sector, and provide an issue by which to demonstrate policy independence from the United States will likely keep the nuclear question alive for some time to come.
US ABM PROPOSAL
The recent US proposal to establish a Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) system in Eastern The Ukraine, Georgia and Azerbaijan appear to be beyond NATO's current grasp. This may actually prove beneficial in checking NATO's "over-reaching." Perhaps NATO should not be the pseudo-military arm of the European Union becoming synonymous with democratization efforts. Rather than completely losing its focus on external threats in the wake of the Soviet collapse, NATO should once again become a threat based collective security organization with its mission focused on emerging threats. Regional ethnic and religious conflicts along with radical militant ideology have become a real and growing threat to European security and NATO would do well to address these threats. align its mission more closely with its original charter while at the same time reducing direct US involvement with military and financial support. The era of US unilateralism and NATO expansion unchecked by any regionally powerful counterforce is over. As Russian economic, political and military influence has grown, so has the risk stemming from overly aggressive US policies in Russia's sphere of influence.
CONCLUSION: US POLICY VIS-À-VIS NATO AND RUSSIA
The greatest risk the US runs with respect to Russia is not the creation of a 21 st century
Cold War. This would imply a return to bi-polar international competition based on an ideological rivalry. World-wide conditions have changed such that this would be nearly impossible. Rather, the risk is in allowing geopolitical differences to strain relations to the point they become politically irreconcilable. There is little doubt the actions of WWI's victors' humiliated and marginalized Germany which in the subsequent custody of Adolph Hitler's ultra nationalist totalitarianism ultimately led to the greatest conventional war in history. 40 It would be prudent to note recent Russian words and actions indicate they're not going to idly sit by while the US and NATO act against their perceived geo-political interests.
In the final analysis, the implications of a resurgent Russia boil down to its effects on US vital national interest. Undoubtedly, Russia is nowhere near as central to US interests as was the Soviet Union during the Cold War. With the dismantling of the former USSR and reduction of the Soviet war machine, Russia no longer possesses the same ability to project its power.
However, Russia's domestic developments and regional actions are still important to the US. As a permanent member of the UN Security Council and the second largest nuclear power in the world, Russia cannot and should not be marginalized; especially on issues concerning its 40 Sakwa, "'New Cold War', [265] [266] perceived sphere of influence. Additionally, despite significant challenges to economic growth and domestic reform, it remains a fact that Russia is solidifying its future as a world economic power. Russia will continue to play a growing role in determining the security environment in Europe, Asia and the Middle East vis-à-vis arms control, nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the war against radical Islam.
For these reasons, it's imperative that US foreign policy actively seek common ground with Russia in areas of mutual interest. Such wide ranging issues as NATO's mission and expansion east, Kosovo, the war on militant Islam, energy and pipeline policies, WMD and ballistic missile defense all require a concerted effort to solicit, understand, and incorporate
Russia's interests in as much as they can be reconciled with United States vital national interests.
This is not to suggest, however, the US abandon its objectives in favor of national conciliation with Russia. The threat from the former Soviet Union was very real and the US fought a long and expensive war to defeat that threat primarily through its leading role in NATO. Russia's re emerging hard and soft power, growing economy, rising nationalism, and increasing great power rhetoric should remain a vital concern for the United States and its policy should strike a more balanced tone looking at long range strategic objectives for Russia, NATO and Europe.
